ENVIRONMENTAL  CONTROLS   (Thermostat,   Lights,   Windows)
Required   Physical   Capabilities:

Thermostat:         Move wheelchair  into position   to  be   able
to  read  and  manipulate   the   control.
Reach   to  adjust   temperature   or   on/off
switch.

Light   switch:
Windows:

Rationale:

Thermostat:

Light switch:

Windows:

Analysis:

Thermostat:

Light switch:

Windows:
Recommendations:

Maneuver wheelchair so that light switch
can be reached.  Extend arm, flick
switch.

Requires manual dexterity to open the
lock and arm strength to raise the
window.

Should be placed in low position to be
accessible from wheelchair.

"Butterfly" switches were thought to be
too expensive, so standard ones were
used.

All alternatives were considered equally
appropriate.

Placement so low it is difficult to read
control setting.

Toggle switches difficult for some
residents to manipulate.  Location of
switches (choice of wall and placement
on wall) prohibits use in some cases.

Window locks cannot be operated by
residents.  Even unlocked windows are
extremely heavy to open.

- Environmental controls should be easily manipulated.
Thermostats should be easily read and adjusted.
Light switches should be of the pressure-sensitive
type and located in wheelchair-accessible places.
Window operation should require minimum strength or
dexterity.

37 -and suggestions for fine tuning.  Here
